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Agenda-Setting in Government
Agenda-setting in government is a tedious and complex process, especially in a bureaucratic society like the United States. In the government, agenda-setting is largely involving politicians (both the executive and the legislature). In a state like Texas, agenda-setting is primarily within the Lieutenant Governor's jurisdiction who presides over the Senate. Even though the House speaker may also identify priorities and move with the issue to create a policy agenda, the Lieutenant Governor carries the huge mantle of setting the policy priorities. However, in general, any public official like the governor and legislator can also be involved in agenda-setting (McCombs et al., 2014).
Agenda-setters are important because they have the opportunity to influence any policy changes in the State and even in the country. Therefore, they determine the issues that the government needs to prioritize, which receives the greatest attention. It should be noted that not all the agendas that go to the government are prioritized. They are selected and perused to determine what is of great importance and relevance to the people and the government. This means that sometimes, the agenda-setter can prioritize issues that are not of importance to the people, but it still gets the attention and priority like any emergency.
In 2019, the Texas State of Reform Health Policy Conference brought up an agenda that detailed an agenda list of healthcare reforms driven by health experts across the spectrum of care. This agenda-setting sought to help improve and bring about reforms to the State healthcare system by challenging the health policy and politics. The issues identified included how Texas pricing stacks up, the policy vision of the Republicans, and the intersection of behavioral health and homelessness in Texas. These were critical issues that drove the agenda-setting conference in 2019. Since these are the same problems that residents are still grappling with, it is obvious that the agenda-setting did not succeed. As Albalawi and Sixsmith (2015) explain, Agenda-setting is one of the critical stages where public policy goes through. The success of any public policy depends on the agenda-setting and formulation stages. These two stages are important because they point at the public problem and try to solve it. However, without a problem to solve, there won't be any need to formulate any solution.
Agenda-setting in a bureaucratic and conservative state like Texas is influenced by many players and factors, including the interest groups and conservative policymakers. The State's conservative culture makes it difficult to introduce changes that would compromise the status quo, which would kill any attempt to introduce changes that would contravene or contradict the existing system. For many years, Texas has been debating certain issues, including gun control, abortion, and the death penalty. These are issues that are core to Texas's conservative culture. Secondly, since the majority of the policymakers in the House are conservative (Republicans), bringing any changes would not be easy to realize. Since they are the same people charged with the responsibility of setting the public policy agenda, it would be unrealistic to expect anything less than policies that seek to maintain the status quo.
The political culture and political positions of the agenda-setters influence the way policies are set and categorize the kind of policies that can be prioritized. This explains why some of the problems that are critical to the public are somehow ignored. For example, Texas's healthcare and education system is in crisis, and it has been for the last three years since the State educational budget started reducing. These are concerns that would need immediate concern and address, but they are treated like they are not serious because of Texas's conservative political culture.
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